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special division of also the rigorous-imprisonment prisoners who
are brought up to habits of life, for meeting which the special divi-
sion regulations have been framed, or to have my name and the
names of my two colleagues removed from the special division.

I trust that H.E. will appreciate our anxiety not to be favour-
ed to the exclusion of those whom we consider to be just as much
entitled to extra conveniences as ourselves. In this connection, I
would request H.E. to send for and read my letter1 of 1st May
last on the same subject.

I need hardly say that this letter is in no way written in my
capacity as a prisoner, but is in continuation of the friendly, kindly
conversation in which His Excellency was pleased to engage me
yesterday.

/ am,
Tours faithfully,

M. K.

From a photostat:   S.N. 8034

89.    LETTER TO GOVERNOR OF BOMBAY
YERAVDA CENTRAL PRISON,
August 15, 1923*
TO
H. E. THE GOVERNOR OF BOMBAY
SIR,
Your Excellency will, I trust, forgive me for referring to our
conversation of Monday last. The more I think of what you said
about the powers of the Government about framing regulations,
and reducing sentences, the more I feel that you are mistaken. I
must confess that behind the special division regulations, I have
always read not a sincere recognition of the necessity of some such
provision, but a reluctant and, therefore, a mere paper concession
to some public pressure. But if you are right in thinking that the
law gives you no authority to specially classify rigorous-imprison-
ment prisoners or to reduce sentences, I must revise my view
of the Government action and rid myself of the suspicion about
its motives. I should like to be able to do so all the more as
you tell me you have personally framed the regulations in ques-
tion. I have always considered you to be the last person to do
things weakly or to appear to conciliate public sentiment when
1  Vide "Letter to Jail Superintendent, Yeravda", 1-5-1923.
2 Toung India has "15th July 1923", \yhich is a slip.